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April 23, 2021

Dear Tenafly Families,

This weekly communication offers information relevant to the district. Thank you for continuing to review all
communication shared with you at the school-level. The most current District Bell Schedules are  available on
each school’s homepage and on the Parents’ and Students’ Tabs of our district site. Thank you for continuing to
be mindful of any separate district or school communications that may notify you of changes to these schedules.

School Performance Reports
The 2019-2020 New Jersey School Performance Reports (SPRs) are available on the NJ School Performance
Reports webpage and from our website’s About Us page. Assistant Superintendent Dr. Evelyn Mamman will
present the SPRs at the April 26th Board of Education meeting on Monday. The SPRs reflect the NJDOE’s
commitment to providing parents, students, and school communities with information about the district and
each district school. COVID-19 greatly impacted the way the NJDOE measured school performance and student
achievement for 2019-2020. As a result, some data is not available. However, the SPRs can be used in
conjunction with other data to identify priorities for summer and school year programming and the use of state
and federal dollars. We and the NJDOE also recognize that data can’t begin to measure the hard work and
perseverance of students, families, and educators during this difficult year. The NJDOE continues to seek public
input on ways to improve future reports. Please complete the School Performance Report feedback survey or
email reportcard@doe.nj.gov with feedback and suggestions.

In-School Lunch for Grades K, 1, and Smith Elementary’s PAWS K-2
Beginning May 3rd, in addition to welcoming more students back to on-site instruction, we welcome the final
daily schedule shift for the 2020-2021 school year: the introduction of lunch for grades K, 1, and Smith
Elementary’s PAWS K-2. The current recommendations support students eating in school at 6ft distances, with
proper hygiene practices in place (hand-washing and sanitizing before and after eating). Students in these
grades/classes only will bring lunch to school daily and be dismissed at 3:10pm. Elementary school principals will
be reaching out with additional details and information relative to their specific schools by April 27th. Thank you
for reviewing the communications before reaching out to your principal with any questions. We appreciate your
continued support and patience.

Summer Enrichment
We are excited to announce the 2021 Summer Enrichment, Review & SAT/ACT Program. This year, our program
will take place in-person at Tenafly High School and is open to Tenafly and non-Tenafly residents. As always, we
are committed to providing a safe and healthy environment for all students and will continue to follow NJDOH
and NJDOE regulations and guidelines as they pertain to COVID-19. Registration opens on April 20th via
Community Pass.  View the complete course catalog or visit the Summer Enrichment page on our website.

Your Education Your Voice and the NJDOE
GovLab at New York University has launched a joint venture with the New Jersey Department of Education,
focusing on the problems of and solutions to challenges in our education system.  From April 5–April 30, 2021,
they are asking for your views on the biggest challenges in education in 2021. For more detailed information and
to access the survey, visit our website and click the appropriate link for educator, parent/caregiver, or student.
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Tiger Tots Pre-School Registration
Tiger Tots is back! Children ages 3-5 can be enrolled in the full-day program for 3, 4, or 5 days per week. Those
registering for the 5-day program will get first preference. Registration for the 5-day program opens for residents
on Monday, April 26th. TPS staff interested in enrolling their child(ren) in the 5-day program can register
beginning on May 3rd. Open registration begins on Monday, May 10th. All children must be fully toilet trained
and 3 years old by August 31st. Registration this year is online only with payment via Community Pass or check.
Space is limited! Visit www.tenaflyschools.org/TigerTots for more information and the registration application.

COVID-19 Guidelines and Updates
All information relative to the most current COVID-19 guidelines implemented in our schools is available on the
TPS COVID Communications section of our website. Effective Monday, April 19th, the District Daily COVID
Communication will be communicated via the website only unless any school or district actions, such as closings,
result from contact tracing. School-specific communications will continue in their traditional format. The website
format, including our District COVID Dashboard, provides a detailed view of COVID cases within the district. We
encourage you to visit these pages routinely to access the most current information. We appreciate your
continued support of the COVID guidelines and procedures that  help to keep our students and staff safe.

NJSLA Update
The New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) has confirmed that the New Jersey Student Learning
Assessments (NJSLA) Spring 2021 administration is cancelled. Due to the impact of COVID-19, the US
Department of Education (USED) approved NJ's request to use the Start Strong Assessments in ELA, math, and
science to serve as the state's required assessments for the 2020-2021 school year. Therefore, the Start Strong
assessments in ELA, math, and science will be administered in fall 2021. NJDOE will be providing more
information and guidance regarding state assessments shortly.

IMPORTANT: USED did not waive requirements to administer the Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) and the
ACCESS/ Alternate ACCESS for ELLs assessments. Therefore, DLM and ACCESS administration will continue with
an administration window from April 5 to June 11, 2021.

Staff Recognitions
A special shout out to five of Tenafly’s School Speech Pathologists who were recently awarded the The American
Speech-Language-Hearing Association Award for Continuing Education. The award is given to educators who
exhibit a commitment to lifelong learning. We are happy and proud that these talented individuals call Tenafly
Public Schools home. Congratulations to Nicole Abbatemarco, Alyssa Cassiello, Cheryl Fitzgerald, Elisa Schwartz
and Diane Semon. Bravo!

Support for TPS Families
Tenafly Public Schools is committed to supporting our families and community during times of need. If your
family is in need of food, supplies, or other amenities, please let us know so that we may help to connect you to
the available resources. For assistance, please contact your child’s school counselor and/or visit our website for
additional support options, including meal and food services.

Questions/Concerns
If you have any questions or concerns related to your child, please check the school/teacher websites for helpful
information. If you cannot find what is needed, please contact your building principal. All school and individual
contact information is found on the TPS website. To submit a TPS Help Desk trouble ticket, visit the Help Desk
pages under the For Parents, For Students, or For Staff sections of our website.

Yours in Education,

Shauna C. DeMarco
Shauna C. DeMarco
Superintendent, Tenafly Public Schools
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